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friend/frend/n 1: one  
attached to another by 
affection or esteem
 —Webster

WHOA! That’s a pretty fancy 
definition of friendship. How about 
definitions that are a little friendlier?
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friend 2a:
Someone I like who likes me and who

• doesn’t mind my messy room,
• laughs at goofy jokes,
• talks with me and listens, too,
• lets me have the top locker  
   shelf, 
• likes me even when I sweat,
• pigs out on pizza and soda.

friend 2b:
A person on the same side in a  
struggle who
• hates to take math tests,
• dislikes the same person I do,
• is sometimes bugged by his/
her parents,
• wants to be older,
• hates to clean  
   his/her own bedroom.

friend 2c:

 3

A supporter or sympathizer who
• doesn’t make fun of my 
pimples,
• thinks some teachers are 
   strange,
• doesn’t understand my older 
  brother either,
• listens to questions about God,
• helps me clean my bedroom.

friendship/fren(d)-ship/n 1: 
the state of being friends. 
2: part of the Christian 
life, something you can’t 
live without.

What’s your

definition
?What’s your

definition
?



1. Who were the people Paul asked to visit him?  
(vs. 17)

2. Why would Paul have developed close 
friendships with these people?

3. List the things Paul did for his friends.  
(vss. 18-21)

4. Circle the number on the scale that represents 
Paul’s loyalty to his friends (1 = not loyal; 5 = very 
loyal).

Why did you rate Paul this way?

During his 
missionary 
journeys, the 
apostle Paul 
developed many 
friendships. At 
the end of his last 
trip, he asked 
some friends from 
Ephesus to visit 
him in Miletus.
 It was an 
emotional 
meeting. Paul 
knew trouble was 
ahead for him in 
Jerusalem, and 
that he might not 
see these people 
again.

EMARKABLE
EMARKABLE 
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5. How did Paul know he might 
not see his friends again? (vss. 
22-23)

6. What kept Paul determined to  
face what was ahead? (vs. 24)

7. What things did Paul’s friends 
do to show how much they loved 
him? (vss. 36-38)

8. Write a short farewell note  
that Paul might have given to  
his friends.
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE
Acts 20:16-25, 36-38
16Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to 
avoid spending time in the province of Asia, 
for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, 
if possible, by the day of Pentecost.17 From 
Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders 
of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said 
to them: “You know how I lived the whole 
time I was with you, from the first day I came 
into the province of Asia. 19I served the Lord 
with great humility and with tears and in the 
midst of severe testing by the plots of my 
Jewish opponents. 20You know that I have not 
hesitated to preach anything that would be 
helpful to you but have taught you publicly 
and from house to house. 21I have declared to 
both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to 
God in repentance and have faith in our Lord 
Jesus. 22“And now, compelled by the Spirit, 
I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what 
will happen to me there. 23I only know that in 
every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison 
and hardships are facing me. 24However, I 
consider my life worth nothing to me; my 
only aim is to finish the race and complete the 
task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task 
of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 

25“Now I know that none of you among whom 
I have gone about preaching the kingdom will 
ever see me again.”

36When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt 
down with all of them and prayed. 37They all 
wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 
38What grieved them most was his statement 
that they would never see his face again.  
Then they accompanied him to the ship.
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IF a detective 
were to dust 
your house 

or your belongings 
for “friend-prints,” 

would he find any? In other 
words, would he find fingerprints 
of friends in your room, on your 
belongings, in your kitchen? If 
so, it might indicate to him that 
you are a friendly person who is 
willing to share what you have.
 Friendships are wonderful. But 
the best kind is based on the most 
loving, loyal, true friend of all—
Jesus Christ.

 In fact, Jesus wants Christians to 
have deep friendships with each 
other. He said so: “My command 
is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you” (John 15:12).
 Keeping Jesus’ words in mind, 
fill out this survey about your 
friendships. Even if you feel as if 
you don’t have any friends right 
now, you can still answer some 
of these questions. Base your 
answers on a friend from the past, 
on a friend who may be a lot 
older than you, or on the friend of 
every Christian—Jesus.
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Lesson 7 7

1. My close friends are:

2. I have developed friendships 
with them because:

3. Special things I have done for 
my friends include:

4. I would rate my loyalty to 
these friends like this (1 = not 
loyal; 5 = very loyal):

I rated myself this way because:

5. A time I had to leave friends 
(and maybe not see them again) 
was when:

6. I stick it out through tough 
times in friendships because:

7. My friends have shown me 
love by:

8. If I described my feelings 
toward my friends by my senses, 
they might

sound like: a. a cat purring,  
b. an alarm clock, c. circus music, 
d. ________

feel like: a. a soft blanket,  
b. a cactus, c. an ice cube,  
d. ________

taste like: a. cream of wheat, 
b. sweet-and-sour pork, c. rotten 
watermelon, d. ________

smell like: a. smoke, b. bread 
baking, c. roses, d. ________

9. A friendship note to my 
friends would read like this:
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MONDAY Read John 13:35. What do you think 
it means to be a disciple of Jesus? How would 

someone know that you’re a disciple of Jesus? If 
you’ve been hiding that you’re a disciple, make 
plans to be more open this week.

TUESDAY Pause to thank God for the Christian 
friendships that you have. What are some things 

you appreciate about these individuals? 

A facial feature such as a nose or a chin can  
help a person tell at a glance that two people 
are related. Love is the feature that shows the 
relationship between Jesus’ family members.

“By this 
everyone will 
know that 
you are my 
disciples, if 
you love one 
another.” 

John 13:35

WEDNESDAY Pray about ways you can show love 
to an elderly or disabled person in your church 
family. Do something you’re good at. For example, 
if you’re a good reader, you can read to someone 
who has poor eyesight.

THURSDAY Pretend you’re the subject of a press 
conference. If you had two minutes of airtime, 
what would you say or do to show that you’re a 
disciple of Jesus?

FRIDAY Does anything stand in your way of 
wholeheartedly committing your life to Jesus? 
What do you think would need to change? Then 
challenge yourself to go beyond the barriers.

SATURDAY Make a card to encourage your 
Sunday school teacher. Say something positive 
and specific about something you recently learned 
in class. 
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Family 
Resemblance
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