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2 Lesson 2

READINGHEA VY
A Bible dictionary carries a lot of weight. 
Like any dictionary, all you need to know to 
use it is the alphabet.
 When you read the Bible and hit a word 
you don’t understand, just look it up. Take 
a word like “sanctify.” My dictionary says 
it means “to purify and set aside for a holy 
purpose.”BI
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Baffled by a Bible verse? In the dark with your devotions? Never fear—
some heavy duty help is here! These handy books can help shed some 
light on those puzzling passages.
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Y
The Bible might cover 
a subject in a lot of 
places. How do you 
find all the references 
quickly and easily? Try 
a concordance.
 The words are in  
al pha bet i cal order. I 
looked up the word 
“heavy” and found sixty 
entries! “Heavy” bricks 
in Exodus, “heavy” 
chains in Revelation.

A commentary may look like heavy reading, 
but it’s not. You don’t read the whole book. 
You just look up things when you get 
stumped. It’s organized like the Bible—book 
by book, in the same order. 
 Say you’re reading Matthew 18:21-35 and 
the parable makes no sense to you. Pull out 
the commentary on Matthew. Look up the 
reference and you get a quick summary of 
what scholars think this passage means. 
Easy, huh!
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Some Bible passages can be tough to understand. But there are keys within 
the Bible itself to help you unlock their meaning. The following Scripture 
passag es probably contain words or phrases you don’t understand. But if you 
follow the directions, you’ll discover ways to learn what each passage means.

For each passage:For each passage:
1.  Circle any word, place, or person 

you don’t understand or recognize. 
2.  Look up your circled words if you 

have a concordance in the back of 
your Bible.

3.  Using your concordance, look up 
other verses that use the same word. 
In Box A, list the reference of any 
passage that helps you understand 
the verse.

4.  If your circled words are names of 
places, locate some of them on a 
map in the back of your Bible. In 
Box B, write the name of the place 
and the region it is in.

5.  If your Bible has cross-references 
(related passages listed on the same 
page as your verse), look them up.  
List related passages in Box C by 
reference only.

A

B

C

ACTS 17:1-3 1 PETER 5:12-14ACTS 8:26-31, 34-35 2 JOHN 1

Bible StudyBible Study
~for~

using the Bible to understand the Bible
Bible StudyBible Study

Helping
Hands
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Studying the Bible this way may 
take a lot of time, but it’s the way 
many preachers and Bible teachers 
study Scripture.
 There’s no reason you can’t 
study the Bible like this. Just 
remember to use the concordance, 
maps, and cross-references in your 
Bible, if you have them. Gradually, 
the Bible will begin to make more 
sense to you, and you’ll discover 
that studying God’s Word is an 
exciting way to spend your time.

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE
Acts 8:26-31, 34-35
26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, 
“Go south to the road—the desert road—that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27So 
he started out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in 
charge of all the treasury of the Kandake 
(which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). 
This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 
28and on his way home was sitting in his 
chariot reading the book of Isaiah the 
prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 
chariot and stay near it.” 
 30Then Philip ran up to the chariot and 
heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” 
Philip asked. 
 31“How can I,” he said, “unless someone 
explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to 
come up and sit with him.
 34The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, 
please, who is the prophet talking about, 
himself or someone else?” 35Then Philip 
began with that very passage of Scripture 
and told him the good news about Jesus. 

Acts 17:1-3
1When Paul and his companions had 
passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 

they came to 
Thessalonica, 
where there 
was a Jewish 
synagogue. 
2As was his 
custom, Paul 
went into the 
synagogue, and 
on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them 
from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving 
that the Messiah had to suffer and rise from 
the dead. “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you 
is the Messiah,” he said.

1 Peter 5:12-14
12With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a 
faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, 
encouraging you and testifying that this is the 
true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 
 13She who is in Babylon, chosen together 
with you, sends you her greetings, and so 
does my son Mark. 14Greet one another with a 
kiss of love.
  Peace to all of you who are in Christ.

2 John 1
The elder, To the lady chosen by God and to 
her children, whom I love in the truth—and 
not I only, but also all who know the truth—

Thought QuestionsThought Questions
What opportunities would Philip 
have missed if he hadn’t known 
Scripture?

Why was it important for Paul to 
know the Scriptures?

What do you think was the truth 
John referred to?



All these other 
books have just one 
job—to shed light 
on the Bible. It’s 
good to understand 
the Bible because 
it helps you get 
to know God. The 
other books may be  
thicker, but this  
Book is the real 
heavyweight.

If you’re reading 
Daniel and need 
to find out where 
Babylon was, just 
check it out in a 
Bible atlas. The table 
of contents will tell 
you where the best 
photos and maps are.  
Ev ery thing’s here, 
from maps of 
Solomon’s kingdom 
to drawings of places 
Paul visited. Get the 
picture?

TH
E 

BI
BL

E

BI
BL

E 
AT

LA
S

6 Lesson 2



Lesson 2 7

Oh, great, I’ve 
              again, 
  tripped, stumbled, messed up because of sin.

Is there no escaping, or any way out?
Or have I been hit too much to win this bout?

Trying turns to failing in this losing game.
I have no choice but to give myself the blame.
Do I have any option besides giving up?
The thirst is killing me, yet I don’t have a cup.

Then I feel a hand on my arm,
and a calming voice saying, “you will come to no harm.

I have come to save you from the night 
and give your life new meaning and light.”

And he picks me up and helps me  
along, saying, “I am taking you  
to where you belong.”

Adam Frieg—16 
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Let’s say there’s a 
big test coming up at 
school. You know that 
it’s going to be tough. 
Quick! What do you 
do? Run and hide? 
More than likely, 
you’ll study for it. 
  In 2 Timothy 2:15 
it says basically the 
same thing about the 
Bible—God’s “word 
of truth.” God wants 
you to be ready to 
ace life’s big tests 
when they come. How 
can you do that? By 
studying His Word.

Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker 
who does not need to 
be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the 
word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15

MONDAY
Read 2 Timothy 2:15. What does it mean to 
be “approved”? Whose approval do you find 
yourself seeking most often? What does God’s 
approval mean to you?

TUESDAY
What does Hebrews 4:12 say about the Bible? 
What directions would you give for handling 
this “weapon”?

WEDNESDAY
Read Psalm 12:6. What does David say about 
God’s Word? Do you agree? Try putting the 
verse into your own words.

THURSDAY
If your Bible has a concordance, look up words 
such as “commandment” and “law” to learn 
other verses that talk about God’s Word. 

FRIDAY
Go back to 2 Timothy 2:15. Think about what 
it means to be a “workman” for God. How can 
you improve as a workman?

SATURDAY
End the week with a prayer pledge based on 
what you’d like to do as an approved worker 
for God.
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youyoucan handle it!can handle it!


