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Follow Up from April 28, 2021 Bible Study

What is the meaning of a New 
Heaven and a New Earth?
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Eschatology

• Eschatology is a part of theology concerned with the final events of 
history, or the ultimate destiny of humanity.
– We are concerned with Christian Eschatology
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Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing

• When studying Revelation and eschatology it is all too easy to lose 
sight of the call of Christ in Revelation, which is to live victoriously 
as overcomers of sin, the world, and the devil and to remain faithful 
to him at all costs because he will make all things right in the end. 
Whatever view one thinks best reflects the teaching of Scripture, it 
must always be kept in mind that Scripture always presents the 
doctrine of last things as a motivation for faithful living. In the end, 
perhaps John Frame draws our attention to the most important 
eschatological point: “So far as I can see, every Bible passage 
about the return of Christ is written for a practical purpose –not to 
help us develop a theory of history, but to motivate our obedience.”

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/views-of-the-millennium/
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Revelation 21:1

• Revelation 
21:1 (KJV) And 
I saw a new 
heaven and a 
new earth: for 
the first heaven 
and the first 
earth were 
passed away; 
and there was 
no more sea. 

• This chapter begins with the vision of the new heaven 
and the new earth, by which all understand a new state 
of the church, but are divided in their opinions, whether 
what is spoken be to be understood of the church militant 
upon the earth, or of the church triumphant in 
heaven…Those who understand it of the church militant 
here upon earth, are divided in their opinions as to that 
period of the church which is here spoken of; some 
understanding it to be the thousand years mentioned Re
20:1-3, in which (as was said) the church should enjoy 
great quiet and peace. 

• Poole believes it is the church triumphant in heaven.

swordsearcher://bible/Re20.1-3
swordsearcher://cmty+Poole/Re21.1
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Revelation 21:1

• THERE WILL BE FOR THE GLORIFIED CHURCH A NEW SPHERE OF 
LIFE. "A new heaven and a new earth" is a phrase which certainly 
conveys the idea of locality; of a place for the righteous, in which and on 
which their inheritance finds its ground. To the meaning of the phrase, "a 
new heaven," we have scarcely any clue. Often heaven means the 
surrounding atmosphere. The rabbis taught that there were three 
heavens—the first, where the birds fly; the second, where the stars are; 
the third, where God is. Here it signifies apparently the surrounding 
atmosphere of the new earth on which the righteous dwell; or, it may 
mean, that there shall be new spiritual environments to correspond with 
changed physical conditions. This latter phrase, "the new earth," seems 
to mean this earth renovated and purified by the fires of the last day; 
retouched and beautified by the hand that built it first.

swordsearcher://cmty+Pulpit/Re21.1
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Revelation 21:1

• For whatever interest—and it is not slight—the question of place
has for us in reference to the next life, the question of state is so 
immeasurably greater, that, compared with it, the other is of no 
consequence at all. If men are but free from sin, and forever with 
the Lord, what matters it where God appoints their abode? All 
space is his; and in any section of it he can prepare a heaven for 
the glorified.

swordsearcher://cmty+Pulpit/Re21.1
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Revelation 21:1

• A new world now opens to our view (Re 21:1): I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth; that is, a new universe; for we suppose the world 
to be made up of heaven and earth. By the new earth we may 
understand a new state for the bodies of men, as well as a heaven 
for their souls. This world is not now newly created, but newly 
opened, and filled with all those who were the heirs of it. The new 
heaven and the new earth will not then be distinct; the very earth of 
the saints, their glorified bodies, will now be spiritual and heavenly, 
and suited to those pure and bright mansions. To make way for the 
commencement of this new world, the old world, with all its troubles 
and commotions, passed away.

swordsearcher://bible/Re21.1
swordsearcher://cmty+MHWBC/Re21.1
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Revelation 21:3

• Revelation 21:3 
(KJV) And I heard a 
great voice out of 
heaven saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall 
be his people, and 
God himself shall be 
with them, and be their 
God. 

• "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with the men," 
etc., i.e. with the sanctified men who are in this 
holy city. The home of God is there. Their spirits 
are at home in God. The work of redemption is 
perfected. The communion is entire and complete; 
never to be interrupted for a moment, nor to be 
marred by one sin… These passages are but 
specimens of many more which show that the 
whole drift and aim of the gospel redemption has 
been to bring together God and man in greatest 
fellowship. The perfection of this is realized in "the 
holy city;" and it is the one condition of 
blessedness which includes all else.

swordsearcher://cmty+Pulpit/Re21.1
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Follow Up from April 28, 2021 Bible Study

What is the meaning of a New 
Heaven and a New Earth?

• Most Bible Scholars and commentaries believe
– The earth will not be destroyed but transformed/remade into a 

heavenly place where God dwells
– We will be where God is
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Revelation 21:8

• Revelation 21:8 (KJV) 
But the fearful, and 
unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and 
murderers, and 
whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, 
and all liars, shall have 
their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire 
and brimstone: which is 
the second death. 

• Don't forget that cowardice (fearful) heads the list. 
Why is this? Because cowardice (living in fear) 
sends more people to hell than any other sin in 
the category of pandemonium. Were it not for 
cowardice, people could get rid of all their dark 
iniquities, though hideous enough to make a 
demon blush. Why don't you come to the altar and 
seek the Lord till you find Him in a sky-blue 
conversion? Cowardice, is the answer. If you are 
not brave enough to fight a regiment of devils, and 
tolerate the contempt of earth and hell, you will 
never get to heaven. Is it possible you are going 
to make your bed in hell-fire for sheer cowardice? 
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